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Shaikha Nasser Al Nowais

Breaks Global Barrier: Becomes First
Woman to Lead UN Tourism in 50 Years

DUBAI: In a landmark
moment for global lead-
ership and gender repre-
sentation, Shaikha Nasser
Al Nowais has been elect-
ed as the first woman to
head UN Tourism, mark-
ing a historic shift in the
organisation’s 50-year
history. Her appointment
was endorsed during the
123rd UN Tourism Execu-
tive Council session held in
Segovia, Spain, and awaits
formal ratification by the
UN General Assembly.

Shaikha Al Nowais will

assume office in January
2026, beginning a four-
year term at the helm of the
United Nations’ special-
ised agency responsible for
steering global efforts to-
wards responsible, sustain-
able, and accessible tour-

ism. Her leadership arrives
at a defining moment as
the sector works to rebuild
resilience, expand inclusiv-
ity, and redefine priorities
in a post-pandemic world.
The appointment is widely
hailed as a transformative
step for gender equality in
international institutions.
For the first time since the
organisation’s founding in
1975, a woman will guide
the policies and initiatives
shaping the future of tour-
ism across continents.
(Cont. on page - 2)

Indian Ambassador Paramita Tripathi Presents
Credentials to Kuwait's Foreign Minister

KUWAIT CITY: Her Ex-
cellency Paramita Tripa-
thi, the newly appointed
Ambassador of India to
the State of Kuwait, for-
mally presented a copy of
her credentials to His Ex-
cellency Abdullah Ali Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya, Kuwait's
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
during a meeting held at
the General Diwan of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Welcoming Ambassa-

dor Tripathi,
Foreign Min-
ister Al-Yahya
extended his
best wishes for
her successful
tenure and ex-
pressed confi-
dence that her
appointment
would further &
advance the longstanding
and friendly relations be-
tween India and Kuwait.

He reaffirmed Kuwait's
commitment to enhancing
(Cont. on page - 2)

Dubai Ruler Sends Signed Book and Handwritten
Note to Indian Billionaire Yusuff Ali

DUBAI: In a gesture reflecting his belief in the power of shared wisdom, His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum — Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai — has sent a personally signed copy of
his latest book, Lessons from Life: Part I, to Indian billionaire businessman Yusuff
Ali M.A., Chairman of the Lulu

Group.

LESSONS FROM

LESSONS

Yusuff Al

expressed his

deep gratitude in a social me-
dia post, calling the honour
both humbling and inspiring.
“I am extremely thankful to

H.H.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin

Rashid Al Maktoum for send-
ing me a personally signed
copy of the latest book Lessons
from Life: Part 1. As a vision-

ary leader blessed with great
wisdom and knowledge, | am
sure the present and future

(Cont. on page - 6)

Mr. Toghrul Rahimov, Head of Global Sales,
Azerbaijan Airlines (AZAL) addressing the event
Glimpses on Page - 7

Building Bridges Between
Europe and India

Azerbaijan Airlines
(AZAL) organized a special
customer meet in Mumbai
on 14th November, bring-
ing together key industry
partners to share the air-
line’s growing vision for the
Indian market. The event
was led by Mr. Toghrul
Rahimov, Head of Global
Sales, who along with the
Zeal Global Team, warm-
ly welcomed all attendees
and outlined AZALs am-
bitious expansion plans in
India.

During his address, Mr.
Toghrul highlighted how
AZAL is steadily strength-
ening its role as a gateway

evate travel experiences
for passengers from India.
A key focus of his message
was the importance of col-
laboration. Mr. Toghrul re-
iterated that AZALs suc-
cess in India lies in strong
partnerships with the trav-
el trade community.

He encouraged chan-
nel partners to synergize
with AZAL to create a
smooth, well-curated jour-
ney for Indian travelers.
He also introduced sever-
al new and thoughtfully
designed features recent-
ly rolled out by the airline
initiatives that promise not
only to delight custom-

between India, Europe,
and the CIS region. With
seamless connections be-
yond Baku, the airline is
offering Indian travelers
an efficient and comfort-
able transit option to mul-
tiple international destina-
tions. He also emphasized
AZALs attractive pricing,
convenient schedules,
and enhanced inflight ser-
vices, all designed to el-

ers but also remain bud-
get-friendly, making AZAL
an even more compelling
choice for travelers explor-
ing Europe and the CIS re-
gion. The event concluded
on a positive note, reflect-
ing AZAL's commitment to
building deeper ties with
the Indian market and cre-
ating meaningful travel
bridges between India and
the wider world.

42 Indians Feared Dead in Tragic

Bus-Tanker Collision Near Medina

JEDDAH: In a devastating accident in Saudi Ara-
bia, at least 42 people are feared dead after a bus
carrying Umrah pilgrims collided with a diesel tank-

er near Medina early Monday morning. Local Saudi
media reported that many of the victims are believed
to be Indian nationals.

The bus, carrying pilgrims travelling from Mecca to

Madina, crashed around

(Cont. on page - 6)
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Saudi Arabia Unveils 'Visa by Profile’, Offering
Instant e-Tourist Visas to Eligible Travellers

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has
taken a major leap in simplify-
ing global travel access with the
launch of its groundbreaking
“Visa by Profile” initiative, a first-
of-its-kind system that allows el-
igible international visitors to
obtain an electronic tourist visa
within minutes. The announce-
ment was made by Tourism Minis-
ter Ahmed Al-Khateeb during the
TOURISE 2025 summit in Riyadh,
marking a significant milestone in

Australia’s New Student Visa Cap Kicks In:
Indian Applicants Brace for Slower Processing

CANBERRA:  Austra-
lia’'s revamped approach
to managing international
student inflows came into
effect today, reshaping
visa processing timelines
for thousands of aspirants
— including a large co-
hort from India. The new
system, introduced under
Ministerial Direction 115
(MD 115), links the speed
of Subclass 500 student

rised

The tiered framework
marks a significant shift
from the earlier MD 111
directive. Under MD 115,
institutions
into three priori-
ty bands based on their
utilisation of the gov-
ernment-assigned
Overseas Student Com-
mencements” quota.

Universities and colleges
operating at below 80%

the Kingdom’s ambitious plan to
become a global tourism power-
house by 2030.

The new programme enables
qualified Visa cardholders to skip
traditional, time-consuming visa
procedures. By simply entering
their card and passport details,
travellers can instantly receive an
e-Tourist visa—streamlining a pro-
cess that previously involved ex-
tensive documentation and wait-
ing periods.

Industry

are

catego-

“New

ic intake.
Migration

experts
the new rule is effective-
ly a regulatory tighten-
ing aimed at curbing the
surge in international stu-
dent numbers, which has
grown sharply in recent
years. But for many pro-
spective students — par-
ticularly from India, one of
Australia’s largest source
markets — the change in-
troduces fresh uncertainty
[ust as universities prepare
for the upcoming academ-

Announcing the initiative on
his official X account, Al-Khateeb
said: “We proudly introduce ‘Visa
by Profile’ — the world’s first ini-
tiative allowing eligible Visa card-
holders to instantly secure their
electronic tourist visa in minutes,
just by using their card and pass-
port details.”

The move aligns with Saudi Ara-
bia’s broader strategy to boost in-
ternational arrivals and strength-
en its position as a major global

say | MUMBAL:

consultants

tourism destination. With innova-
tions such as “Visa by Profile,” the
Kingdom aims to attract millions
more visitors, enhance traveller
convenience, and reinforce its im-
age as a progressive and accessi-
ble tourism hub.

The initiative is expected to play
a pivotal role in supporting Vision
2030, which seeks to diversify the
nation’s economy and promote
the tourism sector as a key driver
of growth.

A Meaningful Exchange with Oman'’s
Consul General in Mumbai

Abdulka-
reem, CMD of FlyCre-
ative met H.E. Mr. Mah-
booblssa Al Raisi, Consul
General of the Sultan-
ate of Oman, along with
Deputy Consul Mr. Kha-
lid Al-Mughaizwi and Dr.
Chowhan at the Consul-
ate of Oman in Mumbai.
Had a productive discus-
sion focused on expand-

ing tourism and medical
tourism collaboration be-
tween Oman and India.
The meeting also ex-
plored new avenues
to  strengthen  peo-
ple-to-people  connec-
tions, enhance cul-
tural understanding,
and create  mutual-
ly beneficial opportu-
nies for both nations.

anticipate that colleges
and private institutes al-
ready operating near full
%= capacity could see the

" steepest delays. This may
push students to reconsid-
er their institution choices
or recalibrate their time-
lines.

Australian  authorities
maintain that the cap-
linked processing mod-
el will help ensure quali-
ty, manage infrastructure
pressure and strengthen
integrity across the inter-

of their cap will fall under
Priority 1, enjoying faster
visa processing for their
admitted students. Those
that have used between
80% and 115% of their
allocation will be placed
in Priority 2, while institu-
tions exceeding 115% of
their limit move into Prior-
ity 3, where visa decisions national education sec-
may be noticeably slower. (Cont. on page - 6)

Indian Ambassador Paramita Tripathi...

(Cont. from page - 1) collaboration on matters
cooperation across politi- of mutual interest.
cal, economic, and cultur-  The discussions included

visa decisions to how well
each educational institu-
tion adheres to its allocat-
ed cap for new overseas
enrolments.

Shaikha Nasser

Al Nowais...

(Cont. from page - 1)

Diplomatic circles and
industry  experts  have
praised the decision as a
decisive break from prec-
edent—one that reinforces
the UAE’s rising contribu-
tion to global governance
and underscores a broad-

From left: Mr. Abdulkareem, H.E. Mahaboob bin Issa
Al Raisi, Dr. Chowhan and H.E. Khalid Al-Mughaizwi

Emirates Issues December Travel Advisory
as Dubai Braces for Record Passenger Surge

DUBAI: Emirates has el experience, Emirates is
issued a travel advisory urging passengers to plan
ahead of what is expect- ahead and allow addi-
ed to be one of the bus- tional time for airport for-
iest Decembers in recent malities. The carrier has
years, with more than 2.3 advised travellers to ar-
million passengers de- rive at Dubai Internation-
parting and 2.5 million al Airport at least three

er international commit- al spheres. regional and global devel- arriving in Dubai over the hours before departure,
ment fo elevating women  Ambassador  Tripathi opments, with both sides month. clear immigration 90 min-
to top leadership roles. conveyed her gratitude expressing their shared  The airline attributes the utes prior to take-off and

As Shaikha Al Nowais and reiterated India’s resolve to work together surge to peak tourist sea- reach the boarding gate

one hour ahead.

The airline cautioned
that heavier road traf-
fic, busier parking ar-
eas and longer process-
ing times are expected
throughout = December.

son, major events across
the city and the updated
KHDA school calendar, all
of which are set to intensify
airport traffic through sev-
eral upcoming weekends.
To ensure a smooth trav-

in promoting stability, de-
velopment, and broader
strategic cooperation. The
meeting marked an im-
portant step in reinforcing
the enduring ties between
the two nations.

dedication to strengthen-
ing bilateral cooperation
under the India-Kuwait
Strategic Partnership. She
emphasized her intention
to deepen engagement in
key areas and foster closer

prepares to take charge,
stakeholders across the
tourism ecosystem antic-
ipate a new era of inno-
vation, collaboration, and
sustainable vision under
her historic leadership.
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Oman Unveils Landmark Cultural Visa 2025
Opening Long-Term Residency
to Global Artists and Scholars

MUSCAT: In a decisive
step to position itself as a
global hub for creativity
and scholarship, the Sul-
tanate of Oman has intro-
duced a sweeping new im-
migration category — the
Cultural Visa and Cultural
Residence — under Deci-
sion No. 156/2025. The
reform, which came into
effect on November 10,
2025, marks one of the
most significant overhauls
of the nation’s residency
laws in recent years.

Designed to attract lead-
ing artists, researchers,
and cultural innovators,
the Cultural Visa 2025 of-
fers unprecedented flexi-
bility and long-term stabil-
ity. Applicants can choose

from one-year, five-year,
or ten-year validity peri-
ods, ensuring the continu-
ity needed for ambitious
artistic pursuits and multi-
year academic projects.

Officials describe the
initiative as a cornerstone
of Oman’s long-term cul-
tural development strat-
egy, aimed at fostering
deep and lasting exchang-
es between internation-
al practitioners and local
communities. By provid-
ing an extended window
for collaboration, the pro-
gram seeks to enrich the
country’s creative land-
scape while strengthening
its global cultural ties.

In a move applaud-
ed by cultural institutions

and expatriate groups,
the scheme also allows
family members to relo-
cate alongside the prima-
ry applicant. Spouses and
first-degree relatives are
eligible for a dedicated
Cultural Joining Visa or
Cultural Residence, mak-
ing Oman an appealing
destination for profession-
als seeking stability and
family-friendly relocation
options.

With the launch of the
Cultural Visa 2025, Oman
signals its commitment to
nurturing a vibrant, di-
verse, and globally con-
nected cultural ecosystem
— one that welcomes cre-
ative minds not just to vis-
it, but to belong.
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Can the UAE govt
prosecute a person out-
side the country for com-
mitting a crime? What
about if the person is
already acquitted in an-
other country? Is extra-
dition treaty between
countries necessary? As
students travel abroad
for studies and Emira-
ti families settle in for-
eign countries, cultural
clashes may arise, with
the social sensitivities of
a different land hard to
adapt to for those used
to UAE norms. However,
what about laws? Do le-
gal rights and require-
ments of a foreign land
get overruled by UAE
law? Do citizens have
to abide by UAE laws
no matter which country
they are in?

This newspaper spoke
to lawyers to get a bet-
ter understanding of what
cases UAE can extend its
jurisdiction in. While the
UAE Penal Code primarily
applies to crimes commit-
ted on UAE territory, the

outside the count

jurisdiction extends further
in some cases, according
to Dr Hassan Elhais, le-
gal consultant at Awatif
Mohammad Shoqgi Advo-
cates & Legal Consultancy.
This includes cases where
the UAE can prosecute its
citizens, and cases where
the Emirates can take le-
gal action against any
person, regardless of na-
tionality. An Emirati citi-
zen who commits a crime
abroad can be penalised
for it upon their return to
the country, under Article
23 of the UAE Penal Code.
This is provided that the
crime is punishable un-
der both UAE law and the
laws of the country where
the crime was committed,
Hassan said. It is import-
ant to note that the “ju-
risdictional reach applies
regardless of whether the
offense was committed
against a fellow Emirati or
not,” according to Bassem
Ehab, Senior Associate at
Habib Al Mulla and Part-
ners.

However, prosecution

will not proceed if |J
the individual has ’

already been ac-
quitted or convict-
ed by a final judg-
ment in the country
where the offence
was committed,
Bassem said. While
Emiratis can be
prosecuted by UAE
for any crime com-
mitted abroad, giv-
en certain conditions, peo-
ple of other nationalities
can be punished by UAE
only for specific types of
crimes committed outside
the country mentioned
in Article 21 and 22, ac-
cording to Hassan. Bas-
sem detailed the offences
that grants extraterritorial
application of UAE laws
under Article 21 of the
UAE Penal Code. This ap-
plies to anyone who com-
mits an act as a principal
or accomplice in any of
the following crimes: Of-
fences against the UAE's
internal or external secu-
rity, constitutional struc-
ture or crimes involving

the forgery or counterfeit-
ing of official seals, gov-
ernment-issued financial

instruments or stamps;
forgery, counterfeiting, or
falsification of UAE cur-
rency, whether committed
within or outside the coun-
try, including the distribu-
tion or possession of such
currency with intent to dis-
tribute. Forgery or falsifi-
cation of paper money or
coins that are legal tender
in the UAE, including their
distribution or possession
for distribution purposes;
premeditated murder of a
UAE citizen, regardless of
where the act was commit-
ted Under Article 22, “the
UAE can also prosecute

dololl &yl gl
. PUBLIC PROSECUTION
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any person who is found
in the UAE after commit-
ting a major international
crime like terrorism, hu-
man trafficking or money
laundering anywhere in
the world,” Hassan said.
Article 22 also extends to
distribution of drugs —
whether as a principal or
accomplice — committed
outside the UAE should
the perpetrator return to
the UAE regardless of their
nationality, Bassem said.
Moreover, if certain ac-
tions committed abroad
amount to a crime partial-
ly or fully committed in the
UAE, the perpetrator can
be held accountable un-
der UAE law, he added.

Can a landlord charge different rents
to tenants of same building?

| live in a two-bed-
room apartment in
Dubai. | recently found

out that my neighbour |

— who lives in a simi-
lar apartment — pays
about Dh5,000 less than
I do because he pays the
rent in a single cheque.
Is it legal for landlords
to charge tenants high-
er rent based on the
number of instalments?

In Dubai, the rent must
be specified in a tenancy
contract. If the owner of a
property and a tenant fail
to specify the rent in the
tenancy contract, the rent
will be determined based
on the rent of a similar

S— D
e
property. This is in accor-
dance with Article-9 of the
Dubai Tenancy Law, which
states:  “Landlords and
tenants must specify rent
in the tenancy contracts.
If the parties fail to spec-
ify the rent and it is im-
possible to prove the rent

T

agreed upon by them, the
rent will be the rental val-
ve of similar real proper-
ty.”

Furthermore, there is
no specific provision that
mandates the owner of
the property to charge
the same rent amount

regardless of the num-
ber of cheque payments.
Rent amounts and pay-
ment terms are subject to

~ the agreement between

an owner of the proper-
ty and a tenant, provided
that the agreed rent does
not exceed the maximum
threshold set by the Dubai
Land Department (DLD)
rental index and as per
Dubai Decree No. 43 of
2013 on rent increases.
An owner of a property
may, at its discretion, offer
lower rent when a tenant
makes payment in fewer
instalments.

Therefore, if the rent
charged to you falls with-

in the permissible range
of the DLD rental index, it
may not be considered un-
lawful for the owner of a
property to offer different
rent based on the number
of cheques.In accordance
with the aforementioned,
the owner of a proper-
ty in Dubai may general-
ly charge at its discretion
varying rent amounts de-
pending on the number of
instalments agreed, pro-
vided the rent complies
with the DLD rental index.
You may verify your cur-
rent rent through the DLD
website to ensure it aligns
with the prevailing rental
index.
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NEW DELHI: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar discussed measures
to strengthen the “long-
standing multifaceted
partnership” with Bahrain
during a phone call with
his counterpart Dr Abdul-
latif bin Rashid Al Zayani.

“Good to speak with FM
Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al
Zayani of Bahrain over the
phone,” Jaishankar, who
is currently visiting New
York, posted on social me-
dia . The two ministers
also discussed regional

and global developments.
“Discussed ways to further
deepen our longstanding
multifaceted partnership.
Also exchanged views on

current regional and glob-
al developments,” Jais-
hankar said.

The two ministers held
extensive talks earlier this
month in New Delhi when
India and Bahrain an-
nounced commencing ne-
gotiations for an ambitious
trade deal, inching closer
to sealing an investment
pact. They also agreed to
develop a common un-
derstanding to commence
negotiations for a double
taxation avoidance agree-
ment (DTAA).

This would help elim-
inate double taxation,
provide tax certainty and
promote trade and invest-
ment, officials had said.

Bahrain is an |mpor’ran’r
country for India in West
Asia, and the overall bi-
lateral relations have wit-
nessed a major upswing
in the last few years, with
two-way trade reaching
$1.64 billion in 2024-25.

The Gulf nation has
been home to close to 3.32
lakh Indian nationals who
comprise nearly a quarter
of the total population of
1.5 million in that country.
India is among the top five
trading partners of Bah-
rain.

A file picture of External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
with Bahrain Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Abdullatif
bin Rashid Alzayani during the fifth India-Bahrain

High Joint Commission meeting in New Delhi.

NMIA Takes Off: Ticket Sales
Begin Ahead of Christmas Launch

42 Indians Feared Dead in...

(Cont. from page - 1)
1:30 am IST in the Mu-

frihat region. Initial reports
indicate that a majority of
the passengers on board
were from Hyderabad, Tel-
angana. Emergency teams
rushed to the scene, where
the impact of the collision
left several passengers
trapped. Rescue and med-
ical personnel are working
to confirm the exact num-
ber of casualties and pro-
vide assistance to the in-
jured.

Authorities in Saudi Ara-

bia have launched an in-
vestigation to determine
the cause of the accident,
while Indian officials are
coordinating with local
agencies for updates and
support to the families of
the victims.

The Consulate General
of India in Jeddah has set
up a 24x7 control room to
assist affected families. The
helpline numbers shared by
the mission include a toll-
free line: 8002440003-
0122614093-0126614276-
0556122301

Dubai Ruler Sends Signed Book
and Handwritten Note...

(Cont. from page - 1)
generations can learn a lot
from the life of His High-
ness,” he wrote. He added
that he was “grateful to His
Highness for considering
me to receive this book.”

The gift also included
a handwritten note from
Sheikh  Mohammed. The
Ruler of Dubai penned a
thoughtful message inside
the book, stating: “Dear
Yusuff Ali MA, wisdom is the
only inheritance that grows

richer the more we share it.
May you enjoy the read.”
The exchange underscores
the warm relationship be-
tween the UAE leadership
and the Indian business
community, many of whom
contribute significantly to
the region’s economic and
social landscape. Sheikh
Mohammed'’s book, which
offers life lessons drawn
from his experiences, con-
tinues to resonate with
readers across the world.

MUMBAI: IndiGo has
announced that its flight
operations will begin from
Navi Mumbai Inernational
Airport (NMIA) from Dec
25 with domestic air ser-
vices to 10 cities across
India including Delhi,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
North Goa (Mopa), Jai-
pur, Nagpur, Cochin, and
Mangalore. IndiGo also
said that it plans to expand
its operations from NMIA
by adding direct routes to
more destinations from
2026.

IndiGo already operates
more than 2,300 daily
flights to more than 130
destinations, including 90
domestic airports. As al-

Australia’s New

Student Visa...

(Cont. from page - 2)
tor. But with institutions
still adjusting to the new
thresholds, the coming
weeks will be crucial in
determining how deeply
MD 115 impacts student
mobility and the broader
education landscape.

For now, Indian stu-
dents planning their 2025
study abroad journeys
have been advised to ap-
ply early, stay updated on
their institution’s priority
status and be prepared
for possible fluctuations in
processing times.

ready reported , Akasa Air
t will schedule flights from
the NMIA from Dec25, to
connect directly with four
Indian cities.

daily flight from Lucknow.
The flight will depart at
6.05 am and will reach
NMIA at 8.05 am. From
NMIA, the return flight

IndiGo’s Cambodia flights to boost tourism
KOLKATA: As the winter travel season takes off,
IndiGo has added a new international destination
to its growing network, launching direct flights be-
tween Kolkata and Siem Reap, Cambodia — the
gateway to the world-famous Angkor Wat.

With this, IndiGo becomes the first Indian carrier
to offer a direct air link between India and Cam-
bodia. The thrice-weekly flights, operated on Mon-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays by Airbus A320neo
aircraft, are expected to give a significant boost to
tourism and cultural exchange between the two

countries.

Meanwhile, according
to the IndiGo website, one
direct flight will operate to
Delhi everyday. The flight
will depart from NMI at
9.25 am and will reach
Delhi at 11.25 am. While
from Delhi, the flight will
depart at 6.40 am and will
reach NMIA at 8.45 am.

FLIGHT SCHEDULE
FROM NAVI MUMBAI
AIRPORT TO LUCKNOW,
AHMEDABAD, GOA :

IndiGo will operate one

will depart in the evening
17.30 PM and will reach
Lucknow at 9.25 pm.One
daily flight from NMIA
will depart at 10.10 am
and reach Ahmedabad
at 11.15 am, while from
Ahmedabad, the flight at
11.55 am and will reach
NMIA at T pm. For Goaq,
the flight will run six days
a week except on Wednes-
days. The flight from NMIA
will depart at 4 pm and will
reach Goa at 5.05 pm.

Bhogapuram International Airport
to Host World's Largest MRO Unit

VISAKHAPATNAM:
The upcoming Bhogapu-
ram International Airport
will feature the world’s
largest Maintenance, Re-
pair and Overhaul (MRO)
facilityy, =~ GMR  Group

founder and Chairman
G.M. Rao announced on
Friday. He was addressing
the 30th edition of the CII
Partnership Summit 2025
being held in Visakhapa-
tham.
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Glimpses of Azerbaijan Airlines (AZAL)
Customer Meet




